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PREFACE
{To the First Edition)

In Sanskrit literature Kathd-sihitya is very inte-
resting. It is found both in prose and in poetry.
Gunidhya is supposed to be the pioneer among the
ancient story-writers of India. He is said to have
flourished in the court of Satavdhana who ruled over
Pratisthdna in the first century A.D.! He wrote a story-
book called the Brhat-kathd in the Paisaci dialect
which is praised as one of the precious store-houses
of indien Zwrarv art. References to his Brhat-kathd
are found in the works of Subandhu, Bina and Dandin,
and also of other later writers.

Perhaps to give greater publicity to the stories
giver. In the Brhat-kathd, Budhasvdmin compiled them
in the ssie form in Sanskrit and entitled his work
as Brhat-kathi-sioka-samgraha. Unfortunately his work
too is found only in a fragment, which, however, is
enough t show that it is faithful to the original and
is composed in a simple, clear and fluent style. After
the discovery of this work, it becomes more logical

' Prof. Weber places Gunddhya in the sixth Cent. A.D., and Dr,
- Keith thinks that he is definitely not later than 500 A. D. But Mm,
Durgaprasad and K. P. Paraba hold that Gunighya was, beyond doubt,
a contemporary of Sitavdhans who-fourished in Ist Cent. A. D,



o conciude that Agemendra (11th Cent. A.D.) depended
on the Sisie-sarigraha and not on the original Bjhat-
éaind Zor producing his collection of stories known as
Brhzt-fathd-mafjarl. Ksemendra has, no doubt, made
several adaptations from the original work but has
gained little success in being able to add much of
interest to his narratives. Relying likewise on the
Sloka~samgraia of Budhasvamin, another work is written
by Somadeva Bhatta, which is parallel to the Brhat-
katha-mafijari.

Somadeva Bhaita was the son of Ramadeva Bhajta, and
was born in Kashmere during the reign of Anantardja.
He wrote his celebrated work, Kathd-sarii-sigara in
order to stll the surging mind of Sarpamaii, who was
the Queen-consort of Anantardja and enlightened
princess of Fdalandhara. The date of his composition
is determined by the historians somewhere between
1063—1081 A.D. The Kathd-sarit-sigara has gained
wide popularitv on account of a large variety of
stories written in an elegant and simple style. It is
a book of many amusing tales, which narrate wonder-
ful adventures on sea and land. Among these stories,
the Cycle of the Vetala-pasica-virsatih is a very inte-
resting piece and has become so popular that it forms
now a part of folklore in this country.

The story of the Vetdla-pafica~vimsaiih refers to an
episode in the life of the King Trivikramasena,
whose later account reveals that he was none different
from Kirg Vikramaditya. There was a monk, Ksantisila,

i



- ko used to visit his court every day. He always
brought with him a fruit as a present to the King,
who used 10 hand it over to his treasurer in attendence.
His visits passed on unnoticed for a long period of
ten vears until at last one day the fruit presented to
the King happened to be given to the tame monkey
who had crest in tke hall due to the carelessness of
R The Tait when handled by the ape broke
=< from within there came out a precious gem.

uspecting that something similar might be the
z :r.:-::-_‘..s Jall wuch frults previously presented, the
Kirg asked ais treasurer whether he had preserved
all of them. But the treasurer had only put them
careleshv in the store-house. At the roval command
he went there and came back only to report that
no fruit was Iving in the store but only a heap of
sparx.ing gems. Finding that a valuable present was
thus made every day by the monk, the King got
astonished, and the next morning no sooner he called
at the court than the King inquired of him the pur-
pose of his costly presents to him. The monk sub-
o2lize¢ that ne had <omething to be achieved in
course of which he stood in great need of some help
that could be extended only by such a chivalrous
hero as the King himself. After eliciting from the King
the promise [or rendering such help, the monk
told him that if he were indeed willing to grant him
the requisite help then he should be pleased to oblige
him by his presence in the burning ground at mid-
night on the fourteenth day of the dark half of the
month. The monk took leave of the King as soon as



he agreed to do the same. On the night of the
appointed day, the King, accoutred as a warrior, started
from his palace unnoticed by others, and reached the
burning-ground at the fixed hour. The King reported
his presence to the monk who was then busy making
preparations for his adorations. The monk was happy
to find the King there, and sought his assistance in
bringing him the corpse of a person which stood hang-
ing on the branch of a tree. At that frightful hour,
the King proceeded alone to the indicated spot and
found the corpse there as described. He climbed the
tree and dropped down the dead body and then
descended. When the King touched it, it burst into
peals of laughter which convinced him that the corpse
was indwelt by a ghoul (Vetdla). The King scolded
him for his laughter and asked him to go along with
him. He then put the corpse on his shoulder and
began to return. The ghoul complimented the King
for his efforts and to relieve him of the tedium of his
task volunteered to tell him an interesting tale. At
the end of the tale, the ghoul put him a question
and conjured him to answer the same. He further
accursed the King that his head would shatter into
pieces in case he refused to answer the question know-
ingly. The King gave him a suitable reply and he
suddenly disappeared from the King’s shoulder and
went back to the tree. The King, resolute in his
purpose, pursued the ghoul and once again put him
on his back. The ghoul would once again tell him a
story, put some question at the end of his narration,
and remind him of the penalty for his deliberate
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refusal to answer the question. The King would give
an appropriate answer and the ghoul would once
again play the foul with him. Thus it was twenty-four
times that the struggle went on until a story was told
to the King involving complications in determining
relations by marriage. Finding the King then vanqui-
shed, the ghoul rejoiced and released the corpse to be
taken away by the King with a warning against the
risk that attended upon his venture in helping the
monk who was out to offer him in sacrifice to the one
whom he craved to propitiate. But in appreciation of
the King’s goodness the ghoul kindly showed him also
the way out by which the monk was eventually undone
and the glory aspired for by him was gained by the
King in his stead.

Thus the twenty-five tales told by the ghoul to the
King constitute the Vetdla-pafica-vinhsaiih. The present
work is an attempt to re-tell from the Kathd-saril-sagara
a few select stories forming this Cycle. It contains
introduction to the story and also its conclusion.
Besides, there are eight more tales, each one having
an interrogatory episode at its end. These storics are
adapted and reproduced as far as possible in the
original language of Somdeva Bhatta presenting a
variety of styles of Sanskrit composition. For, there are
three popular styles of Sanskrit writings which are
distinguished from one another by virtue of simplicity
or stiffness depending on the use of soft or hard conso-
nants and absence or presence of compounded words.
They are verily known as the Vaidarbhi, the Pificdls



and the Gaudi. Whereas the advanced students of
Sanskrit literature have to come across works written
in all these styles, it becomes useful to acquaint the
under-graduates with easy specimens of the prominent
styles. With this view, the first two stories are com-
posed in the popular Paficali, the next two in the
modest Gaudi, and the rest in the Vaidarbhi form. The
composition, on the whole, presents here and there
some specimens of other minor styles like the Laf
and the Avanti as well. Specimens of easy alaikdras
are occasionally given here to introduce the reader
to the Sanskrit figures of speech. In order to make
an easy approach to the subject-matter, option is
exercised generally in favour of putting disjoined
words which may give practice to the students in the
formation of the Sandhis. Sandhi rules are, however,
observed somewhat strictly in the stories written
in the Gaudi form, and different options are used
particularly with a view to affording exercise to
the students in disjoining Sandhis and acquainting

them with the alternate changes provided by the
rules.

It is earnestly hoped that the learners will be bene-
fited if their attention is drawn to these peculiarities
and if regular exercise is given to them in writing
stories in simple Sanskrit. A careful reading and
re-reading of these tales will surely train a student in
reading classical Sanskrit and also lead him to the
original fountains of beautiful stories. These tales
were first told, out of affection, by Sive to Pdrvati, and



it is rightly believed by Somdeva that the regular
readers of these stories will, by the grace of Siva,
become greatly enlightened when he declares,

T TR R AT

I e TR AR |
Ty Wt 3 frmfasreerga

R Tufq St ufy wamaew A

Delhi, S. N. SmasTr1

Vydsa-Paurnimd, H. V. Kocner
Samwat 2005
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PREFACE TO THE 2y EDITION

We welcome this opportunity of expressing our gra-
titude to our readers whose patronage has encouraged
us in bringing out the second edition of this booklet
within a period of less than a year from the date of
its publication. In the second edition a few minor changes
are made here and there which, we hope, will tend to
increase the interest of the readers. We are extremely
thankful to the officers of Sri Aurobindo Ashram Press
but for whose kind help such faultless printing of the
text could not have been easily possible.

Delki, S. N. Shastri
Deva-sayani, H. V. Kocher
Vikrama Samvat 2006.
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